
2015-2016	  
DEPARTMENT: English        COURSE: English 10H – Fall Semester	  
	  
INSTRUCTOR:  Fatima Nicdao       CLASS ROOM: 219	  

SCOPE & 
SEQUENCE	  

CONTENT	  
	  

OBJECTIVES	  
	  

INSTRUCTIONAL 
STRATEGIES	  

	  
ASSESSMENT	  

TECHNOLO
GY / 

RESOURCE
S	  

ESLRS / 
COMMON 

CORE 
STANDARD

S	  

	  

Timeline	   Theme	    Essential Questions/ 
Enduring Understandings	  

Cooperative Learning, 
Discussion, Lecture, 

Student Presentations	  
Etc.	  

Formative/	  
Summative 	  

Quizzes, Exams 
or Performance 

Tasks	  

Manipulative 	  
Tools, 

Mediums /  
Templates 	  

ISO’S	   Content Standard 
addressed in the Unit	  

The scope & 
sequence 
must be 

described in 
weeks / days	  

The theme is the content 
focus as related to the 

material provided in the 
text, and standards	  

Objectives are student-
centered and indicate what 

skills/under-standing students 
will gain 	  

Varied instructional strategies 
should be used to ensure 

students individual needs to 
ensure comprehensive 

mastery 	  

Pre, mid and post 
assessments 

should be used to 
determine valid 

understanding and 
evaluate gaps in 

learning	  

Any form of 
technology, not 

limited to 
modern 

mediums i.e. 
internet etc. 	  

Integral 
Student 

Outcome	  

Theme and Assessment 
must incorporate 

standards requirements 
of  the state/district	  

Week 1	  
Aug 17th- 
Aug 21nd 	  

	  

Class	  introductions	  
and	  procedures;	  
begin	  discussing	  A	  

Doll’s	  House	  

Students	  will	  be	  able	  to:	  
Create	  a	  poem	  introducing	  
themselves	  based	  on	  the	  
model	  of	  “Theme	  for	  

English	  B”	  
	  

Recall	  primary	  strategies	  
for	  writing	  successful	  

timed	  writes	  
	  

Recall	  classroom	  policies	  
and	  procedures	  

	  
Analyze	  the	  use	  of	  Death	  
(as	  the	  narrator)	  in	  The	  

Book	  Thief	  

Students	  will	  learn	  
through:	  
In-‐class	  warm-‐ups	  
	  
Lecture/discussion	  
	  
Annotating	  text	  of	  
nightly	  readings	  
	  
Independent	  outside	  
reading	  
	  
Discussing	  timed	  write	  
strategies	  and	  
completing	  a	  timed	  
write	  about	  summer	  
reading	  
	  
Presenting	  projects	  

Formative,	  
informal:	  check	  
annotation	  
	  
Formative,	  
informal:	  quiz	  on	  
classroom	  
policies	  and	  
procedures	  
	  
Formative,	  
formal:	  timed	  
write	  on	  
summer	  reading	  
	  
Summative,	  
formal:	  A	  Doll’s	  
House	  
presentations	  

Technology	  
used:	  

	  
Assigned	  
reading	  

	  
Google	  

Classroom	  
	  

Powerpoint	  
&	  projector	  

	  
Socrative	  

Pursues	  
academic	  
excellence	  

	  
Invests	  in	  
responsible	  
decision-‐
making	  

	  
Strives	  to	  
think	  

critically	  
and	  

communic
ate	  

effectively	  

CCSS.ELA-‐
Literacy.SL.9-‐10.1	  

Initiate	  and	  
participate	  

effectively	  in	  a	  range	  
of	  collaborative	  

discussions	  (one-‐on-‐
one,	  in	  groups,	  and	  
teacher-‐led)	  with	  
diverse	  partners	  on	  
grades	  9-‐10	  topics,	  
texts,	  and	  issues,	  
building	  on	  others'	  
ideas	  and	  expressing	  
their	  own	  clearly	  and	  

persuasively.	  
	  

CCSS.ELA-‐
Literacy.W.9-‐10.3	  
Write	  narratives	  to	  
develop	  real	  or	  
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about	  A	  Doll’s	  House	  
	  
	  

imagined	  
experiences	  or	  
events	  using	  

effective	  technique,	  
well-‐chosen	  details,	  
and	  well-‐structured	  
event	  sequences.	  

	  
CCSS.ELA-‐

Literacy.RL.9-‐10.2	  
Determine	  a	  theme	  
or	  central	  idea	  of	  a	  
text	  and	  analyze	  in	  

detail	  its	  
development	  over	  
the	  course	  of	  the	  

text,	  including	  how	  it	  
emerges	  and	  is	  

shaped	  and	  refined	  
by	  specific	  details;	  
provide	  an	  objective	  
summary	  of	  the	  text.	  

	  
CCSS.ELA-‐

Literacy.L.9-‐10.3	  
Apply	  knowledge	  of	  

language	  to	  
understand	  how	  

language	  functions	  in	  
different	  contexts,	  to	  

make	  effective	  
choices	  for	  meaning	  

or	  style,	  and	  to	  
comprehend	  more	  

fully	  when	  reading	  or	  
listening.	  

	  
CCSS.ELA-‐
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Literacy.L.9-‐10.5	  
Demonstrate	  

understanding	  of	  
figurative	  language,	  
word	  relationships,	  
and	  nuances	  in	  word	  

meanings.	  
	  

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.9-10.4 

Present information, 
findings, and 

supporting evidence 
clearly, concisely, 
and logically such 
that listeners can 
follow the line of 
reasoning and the 

organization, 
development, 

substance, and style 
are appropriate to 
purpose, audience, 

and task.	  
CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.SL.9-10.5 
Make strategic use of 

digital media (e.g., 
textual, graphical, 
audio, visual, and 

interactive elements) 
in presentations to 

enhance 
understanding of 

findings, reasoning, 
and evidence and to 

add interest.	  
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Week 2	  
Aug 24th- 
Aug 28th 	  

A	  Doll’s	  House	  

Students	  will	  be	  able	  to:	  
Recall	  pertinent	  context	  
of	  A	  Doll’s	  House	  and	  

connect	  this	  information	  
to	  a	  deeper	  

understanding	  of	  the	  
text	  
	  

Compare	  the	  
motivations	  and	  family	  
roles	  of	  protagonists	  in	  
A	  Doll’s	  House	  and	  in	  
“The	  Story	  of	  an	  Hour”	  

	  
Develop	  a	  logical	  
argument	  and	  cite	  
specific	  evidence	  to	  
argue	  whether	  or	  not	  
Nora’s	  final	  action	  was	  

justified	  

Students	  will	  learn	  
through:	  

In-‐class	  warm-‐ups	  
	  
Lecture/discussion	  
	  
Annotating	  text	  of	  
nightly	  readings	  
	  
Independent	  outside	  
reading	  

	  
Learning	  about	  the	  

context	  of	  the	  setting,	  
author,	  and	  themes	  of	  A	  

Doll’s	  House	  
	  

Reading	  “The	  Story	  of	  
an	  Hour”	  by	  Kate	  

Chopin	  and	  comparing	  
the	  protagonist	  to	  Nora	  

	  
Class	  debate	  about	  

whether	  or	  not	  Nora’s	  
actions	  are	  justified	  

Formative,	  
informal:	  exit-‐
slip	  “quiz”	  
about	  the	  
play’s	  

background	  
information	  

	  
Formative,	  
informal:	  
written	  

responses	  to	  
“The	  Story	  of	  
an	  Hour”	  

	  
Formative,	  
informal:	  
student	  

debates	  and	  
written	  

preparation	  
and	  reflection	  
about	  Nora	  
leaving	  

Technology	  
used:	  

	  
Assigned	  
reading	  

	  
Google	  

Classroom	  
	  

Google	  
Presentatio

ns	  &	  
projector	  

	  
QR	  Codes	  

Pursues	  
academic	  
excellence	  

	  
Invests	  in	  
responsible	  
decision-‐
making	  

	  
Strives	  to	  
think	  

critically	  
and	  

communic
ate	  

effectively	  

	  
CCSS.ELA-‐

Literacy.RL.9-‐10.1	  
Cite	  strong	  and	  
thorough	  textual	  

evidence	  to	  support	  
analysis	  of	  what	  the	  
text	  says	  explicitly	  as	  
well	  as	  inferences	  

drawn	  from	  the	  text.	  
	  

CCSS.ELA-‐
Literacy.RL.9-‐10.6	  
Analyze	  a	  particular	  
point	  of	  view	  or	  

cultural	  experience	  
reflected	  in	  a	  work	  of	  

literature	  from	  
outside	  the	  United	  
States,	  drawing	  on	  a	  
wide	  reading	  of	  
world	  literature.	  

	  
CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.RI.9-10.1 
Cite strong and 
thorough textual 

evidence to support 
analysis of what the 

text says explicitly as 
well as inferences 

drawn from the text.	  
CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.RI.9-10.2 
Determine a central 

idea of a text and 
analyze its 

development over the 
course of the text, 



2015-2016	  
including how it 
emerges and is 

shaped and refined 
by specific details; 

provide an objective 
summary of the text.	  

CCSS.ELA-‐
Literacy.W.9-‐10.2	  

Write	  
informative/explanat
ory	  texts	  to	  examine	  
and	  convey	  complex	  
ideas,	  concepts,	  and	  
information	  clearly	  
and	  accurately	  

through	  the	  effective	  
selection,	  

organization,	  and	  
analysis	  of	  content.	  

	  
CCSS.ELA-‐

Literacy.W.9-‐10.5	  
Develop	  and	  

strengthen	  writing	  as	  
needed	  by	  planning,	  
revising,	  editing,	  

rewriting,	  or	  trying	  a	  
new	  approach,	  
focusing	  on	  

addressing	  what	  is	  
most	  significant	  for	  a	  
specific	  purpose	  and	  

audience.	  
	  

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.9-10.1.a 
Come to discussions 
prepared, having read 

and researched 
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material under study; 

explicitly draw on 
that preparation by 

referring to evidence 
from texts and other 
research on the topic 
or issue to stimulate 
a thoughtful, well-

reasoned exchange of 
ideas.	  

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.9-10.1.b 
Work with peers to 

set rules for collegial 
discussions and 
decision-making 
(e.g., informal 

consensus, taking 
votes on key issues, 

presentation of 
alternate views), 
clear goals and 
deadlines, and 

individual roles as 
needed.	  

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.9-10.1.c 
Propel conversations 

by posing and 
responding to 

questions that relate 
the current 

discussion to broader 
themes or larger 
ideas; actively 

incorporate others 
into the discussion; 

and clarify, verify, or 
challenge ideas and 

conclusions.	  
CCSS.ELA-



2015-2016	  
Literacy.SL.9-10.1.d 
Respond thoughtfully 

to diverse 
perspectives, 

summarize points of 
agreement and 

disagreement, and, 
when warranted, 
qualify or justify 

their own views and 
understanding and 

make new 
connections in light 
of the evidence and 
reasoning presented.	  
	  

Week 3	  
Aug 31-  
Sep 4th 	  

	  
	  
	  

The	  Book	  Thief	  

Students	  will	  be	  able	  to:	  
Compare	  and	  contrast	  
images	  of	  the	  Holocaust	  
presented	  in	  The	  Book	  

Thief	  and	  in	  Holocaust-‐era	  
poetry	  and	  photographs	  

	  
Analyze	  and	  present	  

findings	  on	  themes	  and	  
symbols	  in	  The	  Book	  Thief	  

	  
Analyze	  use	  of	  color	  in	  
the	  novel	  and	  create	  a	  
visual	  representation	  of	  
a	  memory	  using	  only	  

colors	  
	  

Compare	  uses	  of	  
similes,	  metaphors,	  and	  

personification	  
throughout	  the	  novel	  

	  

Students	  will	  learn	  
through:	  
In-‐class	  warm-‐ups	  
	  
Lecture/discussion	  
	  
Annotating	  text	  of	  
nightly	  readings	  
	  
Independent	  outside	  
reading	  
	  
Presenting	  projects	  on	  
The	  Book	  Thief	  
	  
Gallery	  walk	  and	  written	  
response	  of	  Holocaust-‐
era	  poetry	  and	  
photographs	  
	  
Discussing	  common	  

	  
Informal,	  
formative:	  
written	  

paragraphs	  
about	  in-‐class	  
gallery	  walk	  and	  
use	  of	  colors	  in	  
The	  Book	  Thief	  

	  
Informal,	  

formative:	  visual	  
representation	  
of	  a	  memory	  
through	  color	  
and	  written	  
explanation	  

	  
Summative,	  

formal:	  The	  Book	  
Thief	  

presentations	  

Technology	  
used:	  

	  
Assigned	  
reading	  

	  
Google	  

Classroom	  
	  

Powerpoint	  
&	  projector	  

Pursues	  
academic	  
excellence	  

	  
Invests	  in	  
responsible	  
decision-‐
making	  

	  
Strives	  to	  
think	  

critically	  
and	  

communic
ate	  

effectively	  

CCSS.ELA-‐
Literacy.RL.9-‐10.1	  
Cite	  strong	  and	  
thorough	  textual	  

evidence	  to	  support	  
analysis	  of	  what	  the	  
text	  says	  explicitly	  as	  
well	  as	  inferences	  

drawn	  from	  the	  text.	  
	  

CCSS.ELA-‐
Literacy.RL.9-‐10.6	  
Analyze	  a	  particular	  
point	  of	  view	  or	  

cultural	  experience	  
reflected	  in	  a	  work	  of	  

literature	  from	  
outside	  the	  United	  
States,	  drawing	  on	  a	  
wide	  reading	  of	  
world	  literature.	  

	  
CCSS.ELA-
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color	  associations	  in	  
literature	  and	  in	  The	  
Book	  Thief	  
	  
Discussing	  use	  of	  
similes,	  metaphors,	  and	  
personification	  
throughout	  the	  novel	  

	  

Literacy.RI.9-10.1 
Cite strong and 
thorough textual 

evidence to support 
analysis of what the 

text says explicitly as 
well as inferences 

drawn from the text.	  
CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.RI.9-10.2 
Determine a central 

idea of a text and 
analyze its 

development over the 
course of the text, 
including how it 
emerges and is 

shaped and refined 
by specific details; 

provide an objective 
summary of the text.	  

CCSS.ELA-‐
Literacy.L.9-‐10.5	  
Demonstrate	  

understanding	  of	  
figurative	  language,	  
word	  relationships,	  
and	  nuances	  in	  word	  

meanings.	  
	  

CCSS.ELA-‐
Literacy.L.9-‐10.3	  

Apply	  knowledge	  of	  
language	  to	  

understand	  how	  
language	  functions	  in	  
different	  contexts,	  to	  

make	  effective	  
choices	  for	  meaning	  
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or	  style,	  and	  to	  

comprehend	  more	  
fully	  when	  reading	  or	  

listening.	  
	  

CCSS.ELA-‐
Literacy.W.9-‐10.10	  
Write	  routinely	  over	  

extended	  time	  
frames	  (time	  for	  

research,	  reflection,	  
and	  revision)	  and	  

shorter	  time	  frames	  
(a	  single	  sitting	  or	  a	  
day	  or	  two)	  for	  a	  
range	  of	  tasks,	  
purposes,	  and	  
audiences.	  

Week 4	  
Sep 7th-  
Sep 11th 	  
	  
	  
	  

The	  Stranger	  

Students	  will	  be	  able	  to:	  
Analyze	  and	  present	  

findings	  on	  themes	  and	  
symbols	  in	  The	  Stranger	  

	  
Cite	  evidence	  to	  argue	  
who	  “the	  stranger”	  is	  in	  

the	  novel	  
	  

Analyze	  the	  tone	  of	  The	  
Stranger	  for	  use	  of	  

absurdism	  
	  

Create	  a	  plan	  for	  a	  film	  
adaptation	  of	  The	  Stranger	  
making	  decisions	  about	  
the	  plot,	  characters,	  

casting,	  music,	  staging,	  
and	  target	  audience	  

	  

Students	  will	  learn	  
through:	  

In-‐class	  warm-‐ups	  
	  
Lecture/discussion	  
	  
Annotating	  text	  of	  
nightly	  readings	  
	  
Independent	  outside	  
reading	  

	  
Presenting	  projects	  
about	  The	  Stranger	  

	  
Watching	  an	  interview	  
with	  Albert	  Camus	  

	  

Formative,	  
informal:	  written	  
paragraphs	  on	  
why	  Camus	  
wrote	  The	  

Stranger,	  who	  
the	  Stranger	  is,	  
and	  where	  
absurdist	  
themes	  are	  

found	  in	  given	  
texts	  
	  

Formative,	  
informal:	  media	  

plans	  (in	  
partners)	  for	  

how	  to	  create	  a	  
film	  adaptation	  
of	  The	  Stranger	  	  

Technology	  
used:	  

	  
Assigned	  
reading	  

	  
Google	  

Classroom	  
	  

Powerpoint	  
&	  projector	  

Pursues	  
academic	  
excellence	  

	  
Invests	  in	  
responsible	  
decision-‐
making	  

	  
Strives	  to	  
think	  

critically	  
and	  

communic
ate	  

effectively	  

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.9-10.1 

Cite strong and 
thorough textual 

evidence to support 
analysis of what the 

text says explicitly as 
well as inferences 

drawn from the text.	  
CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.RL.9-10.2 
Determine a theme or 
central idea of a text 
and analyze in detail 
its development over 
the course of the text, 

including how it 
emerges and is 

shaped and refined 
by specific details; 

provide an objective 
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Class	  discussion	  of	  the	  

novel’s	  plot	  and	  
absurdist	  tone/themes	  

	  
Selecting	  most	  

important	  plot	  points	  
and	  characters	  in	  order	  
to	  plan	  film	  adaptation	  

	  
Summative,	  
formal:	  The	  
Stranger	  

presentations	  

summary of the text.	  
CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.RL.9-10.3 
Analyze how 

complex characters 
(e.g., those with 

multiple or 
conflicting 

motivations) develop 
over the course of a 
text, interact with 

other characters, and 
advance the plot or 
develop the theme.	  

	  
CCSS.ELA-‐

Literacy.W.9-‐10.4	  
Produce	  clear	  and	  
coherent	  writing	  in	  

which	  the	  
development,	  

organization,	  and	  
style	  are	  appropriate	  
to	  task,	  purpose,	  and	  

audience.	  
	  

CCSS.ELA-‐
Literacy.RL.9-‐10.4	  
Determine	  the	  

meaning	  of	  words	  
and	  phrases	  as	  they	  
are	  used	  in	  the	  text,	  
including	  figurative	  
and	  connotative	  
meanings;	  analyze	  
the	  cumulative	  

impact	  of	  specific	  
word	  choices	  on	  
meaning	  and	  tone	  
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(e.g.,	  how	  the	  

language	  evokes	  a	  
sense	  of	  time	  and	  
place;	  how	  it	  sets	  a	  
formal	  or	  informal	  

tone).	  

Week 5	  
Sep 14th- Sep 
18th 	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

The	  Alchemist:	  
Paratextual	  

predictions	  and	  
reading	  strategies	  

Students	  will	  be	  able	  to:	  
Make	  predictions	  about	  
The	  Alchemist	  based	  on	  
observations	  from	  the	  
cover,	  title,	  first	  page,	  

and	  reviews	  

Students	  will	  learn	  
through:	  

In-‐class	  warm-‐ups	  
	  
Lecture/discussion	  
	  
Annotating	  text	  of	  
nightly	  readings	  
	  
Independent	  outside	  
reading	  
	  
Prediction-‐making	  in	  
small	  groups	  based	  on	  
paratextual	  evidence	  
from	  The	  Alchemist	  
	  
Reading	  pages	  1-‐25	  of	  
The	  Alchemist	  
	  
Completing	  “Can	  
anyone	  be	  a	  hero?”	  
worksheet	  
	  

	  

Formative,	  
informal:	  daily	  
annotation	  
checks	  

	  
Formative,	  

informal:	  daily	  
warm-‐ups	  

evaluated	  for	  
thoroughness	  

and	  
completeness	  

Technology	  
used:	  

	  
Assigned	  
reading	  

	  
Google	  

Classroom	  
	  

Powerpoint	  
&	  projector	  

	  
Audio	  

recording	  of	  
The	  

Alchemist	  

Pursues	  
academic	  
excellence	  

	  
Invests	  in	  
responsible	  
decision-‐
making	  

	  
Strives	  to	  
think	  

critically	  
and	  

communic
ate	  

effectively	  

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.9-10.1 

Cite strong and 
thorough textual 

evidence to support 
analysis of what the 

text says explicitly as 
well as inferences 

drawn from the text.	  
CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.RL.9-10.2 
Determine a theme or 
central idea of a text 
and analyze in detail 
its development over 
the course of the text, 

including how it 
emerges and is 

shaped and refined 
by specific details; 

provide an objective 
summary of the text.	  

CCSS.ELA-‐
Literacy.SL.9-‐10.1	  

Initiate	  and	  
participate	  

effectively	  in	  a	  
range	  of	  

collaborative	  
discussions	  (one-‐
on-‐one,	  in	  groups,	  
and	  teacher-‐led)	  
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with	  diverse	  

partners	  on	  grades	  
9-‐10	  topics,	  texts,	  
and	  issues,	  building	  
on	  others'	  ideas	  
and	  expressing	  
their	  own	  clearly	  
and	  persuasively.	  

	  
	  

Week	  6	  
Sep	  21nd-‐	  
Sep	  25th	  	  

	  
	  
	  
	  

The	  Alchemist:	  
Hero’s	  Journey	  

Students	  will	  be	  able	  to:	  
Identify	  the	  steps	  of	  the	  

Hero’s	  Journey,	  
compare	  examples	  of	  
the	  Hero’s	  Journey	  

within	  other	  books	  or	  
films,	  and	  identify	  

examples	  of	  this	  pattern	  
in	  The	  Alchemist	  

Students	  will	  learn	  
through:	  

In-‐class	  warm-‐ups	  
	  
Lecture/discussion	  
	  
Annotating	  text	  of	  
nightly	  readings	  
	  
Independent	  outside	  
reading	  
	  
Presentation	  and	  
discussion	  of	  The	  Hero’s	  
Journey	  pattern	  and	  
relation	  to	  scenes	  from	  
Disney	  movies	  
	  
Reading	  pages	  26-‐71	  of	  
The	  Alchemist	  
	  
Reading	  “Don	  Quixote”	  
excerpt	  and	  “Arthur	  
Becomes	  King	  of	  
Britain”	  to	  find	  patterns	  
of	  the	  Hero’s	  Journey	  
	  

Formative,	  
informal:	  daily	  
annotation	  
checks	  

	  
Formative,	  

informal:	  daily	  
warm-‐ups	  

evaluated	  for	  
thoroughness	  

and	  
completeness	  

Technology	  
used:	  

	  
Assigned	  
reading	  

	  
Google	  

Classroom	  
	  

Powerpoint	  
&	  projector	  

	  
Audio	  

recording	  of	  
The	  

Alchemist	  

Pursues	  
academic	  
excellence	  

	  
Invests	  in	  
responsible	  
decision-‐
making	  

	  
Strives	  to	  
think	  

critically	  
and	  

communic
ate	  

effectively	  

CCSS.ELA-‐
Literacy.RL.9-‐10.5	  
Analyze	  how	  an	  
author's	  choices	  
concerning	  how	  to	  
structure	  a	  text,	  

order	  events	  within	  
it	  (e.g.,	  parallel	  
plots),	  and	  

manipulate	  time	  
(e.g.,	  pacing,	  

flashbacks)	  create	  
such	  effects	  as	  

mystery,	  tension,	  or	  
surprise.	  

	  
CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.RL.9-10.1 
Cite strong and 
thorough textual 

evidence to support 
analysis of what the 

text says explicitly as 
well as inferences 

drawn from the text.	  
CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.RL.9-10.2 
Determine a theme or 
central idea of a text 
and analyze in detail 
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its development over 
the course of the text, 

including how it 
emerges and is 

shaped and refined 
by specific details; 

provide an objective 
summary of the text.	  

	  
	  

CCSS.ELA-‐
Literacy.L.9-‐10.4	  

Determine	  or	  clarify	  
the	  meaning	  of	  
unknown	  and	  

multiple-‐meaning	  
words	  and	  phrases	  
based	  on	  grades	  9-‐
10	  reading	  and	  

content,	  choosing	  
flexibly	  from	  a	  range	  

of	  strategies.	  

	  
Week	  7	  
Sep	  28th-‐	  
Oct	  2rd	  	  

The	  Alchemist:	  Fate	  
versus	  free	  will	  

Students	  will	  be	  able	  to:	  
Compare	  differing	  views	  
of	  fate	  and	  free	  will	  in	  

the	  beliefs	  of	  the	  
Catholic	  Church,	  Islam,	  

and	  the	  novel’s	  
characters	  

	  
Summarize	  and	  contrast	  
the	  ideas	  of	  fate	  and	  

free	  will	  
	  
	  
	  

Students	  will	  learn	  
through:	  

In-‐class	  warm-‐ups	  
	  
Lecture/discussion	  
	  
Annotating	  text	  of	  
nightly	  readings	  
	  
Independent	  outside	  
reading	  
	  
Viewing	  trailers	  for	  The	  
Adjustment	  Bureau	  and	  
Slumdog	  Millionaire	  and	  

Formative,	  
informal:	  daily	  
annotation	  
checks	  

	  
Formative,	  

informal:	  daily	  
warm-‐ups	  

evaluated	  for	  
thoroughness	  

and	  
completeness	  

	  
Formative,	  
informal:	  

Technology	  
used:	  

	  
Assigned	  
reading	  

	  
Google	  

Classroom	  
	  

Powerpoint	  
&	  projector	  

	  
Audio	  

recording	  of	  
The	  

Pursues	  
academic	  
excellence	  

	  
Invests	  in	  
responsible	  
decision-‐
making	  

	  
Strives	  to	  
think	  

critically	  
and	  

communic
ate	  

	  
CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.RL.9-10.1 
Cite strong and 
thorough textual 

evidence to support 
analysis of what the 

text says explicitly as 
well as inferences 

drawn from the text.	  
CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.RL.9-10.2 
Determine a theme or 
central idea of a text 
and analyze in detail 
its development over 
the course of the text, 
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identifying	  the	  portrayal	  
of	  fate	  and	  free	  will	  in	  
each	  trailer	  
	  
Reading	  pages	  72-‐121	  
of	  The	  Alchemist	  
	  

	  

student	  
understanding	  
of	  fate	  and	  free	  
will	  illustrated	  

in	  movie	  
trailers	  

Alchemist	   effectively	   including how it 
emerges and is 

shaped and refined 
by specific details; 

provide an objective 
summary of the text.	  
	  

CCSS.ELA-‐
Literacy.L.9-‐10.4	  

Determine	  or	  clarify	  
the	  meaning	  of	  
unknown	  and	  

multiple-‐meaning	  
words	  and	  phrases	  
based	  on	  grades	  9-‐
10	  reading	  and	  

content,	  choosing	  
flexibly	  from	  a	  range	  

of	  strategies.	  
CCSS.ELA-‐

Literacy.RL.9-‐10.6	  
Analyze	  a	  particular	  
point	  of	  view	  or	  

cultural	  experience	  
reflected	  in	  a	  work	  of	  

literature	  from	  
outside	  the	  United	  
States,	  drawing	  on	  a	  
wide	  reading	  of	  
world	  literature.	  

	  
CCSS.ELA-‐

Literacy.RI.9-‐10.2	  
Determine	  a	  central	  
idea	  of	  a	  text	  and	  

analyze	  its	  
development	  over	  
the	  course	  of	  the	  
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text,	  including	  how	  it	  

emerges	  and	  is	  
shaped	  and	  refined	  
by	  specific	  details;	  
provide	  an	  objective	  
summary	  of	  the	  text.	  

	  
	  
	  

Week	  8	  
Oct	  5th-‐	  	  
Oct	  9th	  	  

	  
	  
	  

The	  Alchemist:	  
Essay	  structure	  and	  

preparation	  

Students	  will	  be	  able	  to:	  
Identify	  components	  of	  
a	  well-‐written	  essay,	  
including	  introduction,	  

thesis,	  evidence,	  
analysis,	  and	  conclusion	  

	  
Assess	  the	  structure	  of	  
an	  op-‐ed	  based	  on	  
knowledge	  of	  these	  
essay	  components	  

	  
Develop	  a	  strong,	  logical	  
thesis	  statement	  about	  
the	  use	  of	  fate	  and	  free	  
will	  in	  The	  Alchemist	  
and	  create	  class	  

guidelines	  to	  aid	  in	  this	  
discussion	  

Students	  will	  learn	  
through:	  

Participating	  in	  a	  
socratic	  seminar	  

	  
In-‐class	  warm-‐ups	  
	  
Lecture/discussion	  
	  
Annotating	  text	  of	  
nightly	  readings	  
	  
Independent	  outside	  
reading	  
	  
Prepping	  for	  and	  
participating	  in	  a	  
socratic	  seminar	  about	  
the	  use	  of	  fate	  and	  free	  
will	  in	  The	  Alchemist	  
	  
Reading	  and	  assessing	  
James	  Franco’s	  article	  
“The	  Meanings	  of	  the	  
Selfie”	  
	  
Reading	  pages	  122-‐143	  
of	  The	  Alchemist	  
	  

Formative,	  
informal:	  daily	  
annotation	  
checks	  

	  
Formative,	  

informal:	  daily	  
warm-‐ups	  

evaluated	  for	  
thoroughness	  

and	  
completeness	  

	  
Formative,	  

formal:	  socratic	  
seminar	  

Technology	  
used:	  

	  
Assigned	  
reading	  

	  
Google	  

Classroom	  
	  

Powerpoint	  
&	  projector	  

	  
Audio	  

recording	  of	  
The	  

Alchemist	  

Pursues	  
academic	  
excellence	  

	  
Invests	  in	  
responsible	  
decision-‐
making	  

	  
Strives	  to	  
think	  

critically	  
and	  

communic
ate	  

effectively	  

CCSS.ELA-‐
Literacy.RI.9-‐10.3	  
Analyze	  how	  the	  
author	  unfolds	  an	  
analysis	  or	  series	  of	  
ideas	  or	  events,	  

including	  the	  order	  
in	  which	  the	  points	  
are	  made,	  how	  they	  
are	  introduced	  and	  
developed,	  and	  the	  
connections	  that	  are	  
drawn	  between	  

them.	  
CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.RI.9-10.5 
Analyze in detail 

how an author's ideas 
or claims are 

developed and 
refined by particular 

sentences, 
paragraphs, or larger 

portions of a text 
(e.g., a section or 

chapter).	  
CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.RI.9-10.6 
Determine an 

author's point of view 
or purpose in a text 
and analyze how an 
author uses rhetoric 
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	   to advance that point 

of view or purpose.	  
CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.SL.9-10.1 
Initiate and 
participate 

effectively in a range 
of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-
one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with 

diverse partners on 
grades 9-10 topics, 
texts, and issues, 

building on others' 
ideas and expressing 
their own clearly and 

persuasively.	  
CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.SL.9-10.1.a 
Come to discussions 
prepared, having read 

and researched 
material under study; 

explicitly draw on 
that preparation by 

referring to evidence 
from texts and other 
research on the topic 
or issue to stimulate 
a thoughtful, well-

reasoned exchange of 
ideas.	  

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.9-10.1.b 
Work with peers to 

set rules for collegial 
discussions and 
decision-making 
(e.g., informal 

consensus, taking 
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votes on key issues, 

presentation of 
alternate views), 
clear goals and 
deadlines, and 

individual roles as 
needed.	  

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.9-10.1.c 
Propel conversations 

by posing and 
responding to 

questions that relate 
the current 

discussion to broader 
themes or larger 
ideas; actively 

incorporate others 
into the discussion; 

and clarify, verify, or 
challenge ideas and 

conclusions.	  
CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.SL.9-10.1.d 
Respond thoughtfully 

to diverse 
perspectives, 

summarize points of 
agreement and 

disagreement, and, 
when warranted, 
qualify or justify 

their own views and 
understanding and 

make new 
connections in light 
of the evidence and 
reasoning presented.	  

CCSS.ELA-‐
Literacy.W.9-‐10.2	  
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Write	  

informative/explanat
ory	  texts	  to	  examine	  
and	  convey	  complex	  
ideas,	  concepts,	  and	  
information	  clearly	  
and	  accurately	  

through	  the	  effective	  
selection,	  

organization,	  and	  
analysis	  of	  content.	  

Week	  9	  
Oct	  12th-‐	  
Oct	  16th	  	  

	  

The	  Alchemist:	  
Essay	  drafts	  and	  

symbols	  

Students	  will	  be	  able	  to:	  
Organize	  related	  
vocabulary	  words	  

linearly	  according	  to	  
“strength”	  of	  the	  word’s	  

connotation	  
	  

Organize	  thoughts	  
about	  fate	  and	  free	  will	  
in	  The	  Alchemist	  into	  a	  

logical	  outline	  
	  

Create	  a	  rough	  draft	  of	  
their	  essay	  about	  fate	  

and	  free	  will	  
	  

Assess	  peer	  essay	  drafts	  
as	  well	  as	  conduct	  a	  
self-‐assessment	  about	  
essay	  style,	  structure,	  

and	  content	  
	  
	  
	  

Students	  will	  learn	  
through:	  

Discussing	  “shades	  of	  
meaning”	  of	  vocabulary	  

	  
In-‐class	  warm-‐ups	  
	  
Lecture/discussion	  
	  
Annotating	  text	  of	  
nightly	  readings	  
	  
Independent	  outside	  
reading	  
	  
Outlining,	  drafting,	  and	  
revising	  essays	  about	  
fate	  and	  free	  will	  
	  
Reading	  pages	  144-‐167	  
of	  The	  Alchemist	  
	  

	  

Formative,	  
informal:	  daily	  
annotation	  
checks	  

	  
Formative,	  

informal:	  daily	  
warm-‐ups	  

evaluated	  for	  
thoroughness	  

and	  
completeness	  

	  
Formative,	  
formal:	  peer	  
revision	  of	  
essay	  draft	  

	  
Summative,	  
formal:	  
creative,	  
accurate	  

completion	  
and	  

presentation	  of	  

Technology	  
used:	  

	  
Assigned	  
reading	  

	  
Google	  

Classroom	  
	  

Powerpoint	  
&	  projector	  

	  
Audio	  

recording	  of	  
The	  

Alchemist	  

Pursues	  
academic	  
excellence	  

	  
Invests	  in	  
responsible	  
decision-‐
making	  

	  
Strives	  to	  
think	  

critically	  
and	  

communic
ate	  

effectively	  

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.9-10.2.a 

Introduce a topic; 
organize complex 

ideas, concepts, and 
information to make 

important 
connections and 

distinctions; include 
formatting (e.g., 

headings), graphics 
(e.g., figures, tables), 
and multimedia when 

useful to aiding 
comprehension.	  

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.9-10.2.b 

Develop the topic 
with well-chosen, 

relevant, and 
sufficient facts, 

extended definitions, 
concrete details, 

quotations, or other 
information and 

examples appropriate 
to the audience's 
knowledge of the 

topic.	  
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project	  

	  
CCSS.ELA-‐

Literacy.W.9-‐10.5	  
Develop	  and	  

strengthen	  writing	  as	  
needed	  by	  planning,	  
revising,	  editing,	  

rewriting,	  or	  trying	  a	  
new	  approach,	  
focusing	  on	  

addressing	  what	  is	  
most	  significant	  for	  a	  
specific	  purpose	  and	  

audience.	  
CCSS.ELA-‐

Literacy.L.9-‐10.5	  
Demonstrate	  

understanding	  of	  
figurative	  language,	  
word	  relationships,	  
and	  nuances	  in	  word	  

meanings.	  
CCSS.ELA-‐

Literacy.L.9-‐10.6	  
Acquire	  and	  use	  
accurately	  general	  
academic	  and	  
domain-‐specific	  

words	  and	  phrases,	  
sufficient	  for	  

reading,	  writing,	  
speaking,	  and	  
listening	  at	  the	  

college	  and	  career	  
readiness	  level;	  
demonstrate	  

independence	  in	  
gathering	  vocabulary	  
knowledge	  when	  
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considering	  a	  word	  
or	  phrase	  important	  
to	  comprehension	  or	  

expression.	  

	  
	  
	  

Week	  10	  
Oct	  19th-‐	  
Oct	  23th	  	  

	  
	  
	  

The	  Alchemist:	  
Essay	  revision	  and	  

test	  

Students	  will	  be	  able	  to:	  
Revise	  their	  written	  

work	  for	  clarity	  and	  for	  
MLA	  format	  

	  
Use	  context	  clues	  from	  

a	  passage	  of	  The	  
Alchemist	  to	  analyze	  
and	  discuss	  the	  novel	  

	  
Recall	  character	  names,	  
vocabulary	  definitions,	  
stages	  of	  the	  Hero’s	  
Journey,	  and	  key	  plot	  

points	  from	  The	  
Alchemist	  

Students	  will	  learn	  
through:	  

In-‐class	  warm-‐ups	  
	  
Lecture/discussion	  
	  
Annotating	  text	  of	  
nightly	  readings	  
	  
Independent	  outside	  
reading	  
	  
Proofreading/revising	  
final	  draft	  of	  essays	  
	  
Reviewing	  for	  the	  exam	  
through	  a	  Jeopardy	  
review	  game	  and/or	  
socratic	  seminar	  
	  
Studying	  for	  and	  taking	  
novel	  exam	  

	  

Formative,	  
informal:	  daily	  
annotation	  
checks	  

	  
Formative,	  

informal:	  daily	  
warm-‐ups	  

evaluated	  for	  
thoroughness	  

and	  
completeness	  

	  
Summative,	  
formal:	  test	  

	  
Summative,	  
formal:	  essay	  

Technology	  
used:	  

	  
Assigned	  
reading	  

	  
Google	  

Classroom	  
	  

Powerpoint	  
&	  projector	  

	  
Audio	  

recording	  of	  
The	  

Alchemist	  

Pursues	  
academic	  
excellence	  

	  
Invests	  in	  
responsible	  
decision-‐
making	  

	  
Strives	  to	  
think	  

critically	  
and	  

communic
ate	  

effectively	  

CCSS.ELA-‐
Literacy.W.9-‐10.6	  
Use	  technology,	  
including	  the	  

Internet,	  to	  produce,	  
publish,	  and	  update	  
individual	  or	  shared	  
writing	  products,	  

taking	  advantage	  of	  
technology's	  capacity	  

to	  link	  to	  other	  
information	  and	  to	  
display	  information	  

flexibly	  and	  
dynamically.	  
CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.W.9-10.2.a 
Introduce a topic; 
organize complex 

ideas, concepts, and 
information to make 

important 
connections and 

distinctions; include 
formatting (e.g., 

headings), graphics 
(e.g., figures, tables), 
and multimedia when 

useful to aiding 
comprehension.	  

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.9-10.2.b 

Develop the topic 
with well-chosen, 

relevant, and 
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sufficient facts, 

extended definitions, 
concrete details, 

quotations, or other 
information and 

examples appropriate 
to the audience's 
knowledge of the 

topic.	  
CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.W.9-10.2.c 
Use appropriate and 
varied transitions to 

link the major 
sections of the text, 
create cohesion, and 

clarify the 
relationships among 
complex ideas and 

concepts.	  
CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.W.9-10.2.d 
Use precise language 
and domain-specific 

vocabulary to 
manage the 

complexity of the 
topic.	  

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.9-10.2.e 

Establish and 
maintain a formal 
style and objective 

tone while attending 
to the norms and 

conventions of the 
discipline in which 

they are writing.	  
CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.W.9-10.2.f 
Provide a concluding 
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statement or section 

that follows from and 
supports the 

information or 
explanation 

presented (e.g., 
articulating 

implications or the 
significance of the 

topic).	  
CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.RL.9-10.1 
Cite strong and 
thorough textual 

evidence to support 
analysis of what the 

text says explicitly as 
well as inferences 

drawn from the text.	  
CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.RL.9-10.2 
Determine a theme or 
central idea of a text 
and analyze in detail 
its development over 
the course of the text, 

including how it 
emerges and is 

shaped and refined 
by specific details; 

provide an objective 
summary of the text.	  

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.9-10.3 

Analyze how 
complex characters 

(e.g., those with 
multiple or 
conflicting 

motivations) develop 
over the course of a 
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text, interact with 

other characters, and 
advance the plot or 
develop the theme.	  

	  

	  
Week	  11	  
Oct	  26th-‐	  

30st	  	  

Life	  of	  Pi:	  Historical	  
context	  and	  point	  

of	  view	  

Students	  will	  be	  able	  to:	  
Connect	  information	  
about	  the	  Indian	  

Emergency	  to	  details	  
about	  Pi’s	  family’s	  need	  

to	  move	  
	  

Compare	  basic	  beliefs	  
and	  customs	  in	  

Christianity,	  Islam,	  and	  
Hinduism	  

	  
Identify	  which	  narrative	  
point	  of	  view	  is	  used	  in	  a	  

given	  reading	  

Students	  will	  learn	  
through:	  

Completing	  anticipation	  
guide	  in	  class	  

	  
In-‐class	  warm-‐ups	  
	  
Lecture/discussion	  
	  
Annotating	  text	  of	  
nightly	  readings	  
	  
Independent	  outside	  
reading	  
	  
Reading	  informational	  
text	  about	  the	  Indian	  
Emergency	  	  
	  
Creating	  comparisons	  of	  
basic	  beliefs	  and	  
customs	  of	  Christianity,	  
Islam,	  and	  Hinduism	  
	  
Presentation	  and	  
examples	  of	  the	  
differences	  between	  
and	  characteristics	  of	  
first,	  second,	  and	  third	  
person	  point	  of	  view	  

Formative,	  
informal:	  daily	  
annotation	  
checks	  

	  
Formative,	  

informal:	  daily	  
warm-‐ups	  

evaluated	  for	  
thoroughness	  

and	  
completeness	  

	  
Formative,	  
informal:	  
student	  

participation	  in	  
class	  

discussions	  
	  

Formative,	  
informal:	  
partner	  

comparisons	  of	  
Christianity,	  
Islam,	  and	  
Hinduism	  

Technology	  
used:	  

	  
Assigned	  
reading	  

	  
Google	  

Classroom	  
	  

Powerpoint	  
&	  projector	  

	  
Audio	  

recording	  of	  
Life	  of	  Pi	  

Pursues	  
academic	  
excellence	  

	  
Invests	  in	  
responsible	  
decision-‐
making	  

	  
Strives	  to	  
think	  

critically	  
and	  

communic
ate	  

effectively	  

	  
CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.RI.9-10.1 
Cite strong and 
thorough textual 

evidence to support 
analysis of what the 

text says explicitly as 
well as inferences 

drawn from the text.	  
CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.RI.9-10.2 
Determine a central 

idea of a text and 
analyze its 

development over the 
course of the text, 
including how it 
emerges and is 

shaped and refined 
by specific details; 

provide an objective 
summary of the text.	  

CCSS.ELA-‐
Literacy.RL.9-‐10.6	  
Analyze	  a	  particular	  
point	  of	  view	  or	  

cultural	  experience	  
reflected	  in	  a	  work	  of	  

literature	  from	  
outside	  the	  United	  
States,	  drawing	  on	  a	  
wide	  reading	  of	  
world	  literature.	  

CCSS.ELA-‐
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Reading	  chapters	  1-‐24	  
of	  Life	  of	  Pi	  (including	  
Author’s	  Note)	  
	  
Completing	  anticipation	  
chart	  about	  survival	  and	  
human	  endurance	  
	  
Reading	  article	  “Costa	  
Rica	  Will	  Do	  Away	  with	  
Cage	  Animals	  At	  Its	  
Zoos”	  to	  compare	  to	  Pi’s	  
views	  of	  zoos	  
	  
Reading	  “Rama’s	  
Initiation”	  

	  

Literacy.RL.9-‐10.1	  
Cite	  strong	  and	  
thorough	  textual	  

evidence	  to	  support	  
analysis	  of	  what	  the	  
text	  says	  explicitly	  as	  
well	  as	  inferences	  

drawn	  from	  the	  text.	  
CCSS.ELA-‐

Literacy.W.9-‐10.10	  
Write	  routinely	  over	  

extended	  time	  
frames	  (time	  for	  

research,	  reflection,	  
and	  revision)	  and	  

shorter	  time	  frames	  
(a	  single	  sitting	  or	  a	  
day	  or	  two)	  for	  a	  
range	  of	  tasks,	  
purposes,	  and	  
audiences.	  

	  
	  
	  

Week	  12	  
Nov	  2rd-‐	  
Nov	  6th	  	  

	  
	  
	  

Life	  of	  Pi:	  Imagery	  
and	  context	  clues	  

Students	  will	  be	  able	  to:	  
Identify	  examples	  of	  

imagery	  in	  Life	  of	  Pi	  and	  
categorize	  them	  

according	  to	  whether	  
they	  are	  visual,	  
auditory,	  tactile,	  
thermal,	  olfactory,	  

gustatory,	  or	  kinesthetic	  
	  

Evaluate	  an	  author’s	  use	  
of	  imagery	  and	  
description	  

	  
Predict	  the	  meaning	  of	  
vocabulary	  words	  using	  

Students	  will	  learn	  
through:	  

In-‐class	  warm-‐ups	  
	  
Lecture/discussion	  
	  
Annotating	  text	  of	  
nightly	  readings	  
	  
Independent	  outside	  
reading	  
	  
Presentation	  of	  types	  of	  
imagery	  
	  
Finding	  examples	  of	  

Formative,	  
informal:	  daily	  
annotation	  
checks	  

	  
Formative,	  

informal:	  daily	  
warm-‐ups	  

evaluated	  for	  
thoroughness	  

and	  
completeness	  

	  
Formative,	  
informal:	  
finding	  

Technology	  
used:	  

	  
Assigned	  
reading	  

	  
Google	  

Classroom	  
	  

Powerpoint	  
&	  projector	  

	  
Audio	  

recording	  of	  
Life	  of	  Pi	  

Pursues	  
academic	  
excellence	  

	  
Invests	  in	  
responsible	  
decision-‐
making	  

	  
Strives	  to	  
think	  

critically	  
and	  

communic
ate	  

effectively	  

CCSS.ELA-‐
Literacy.RL.9-‐10.4	  
Determine	  the	  

meaning	  of	  words	  
and	  phrases	  as	  they	  
are	  used	  in	  the	  text,	  
including	  figurative	  
and	  connotative	  
meanings;	  analyze	  
the	  cumulative	  

impact	  of	  specific	  
word	  choices	  on	  
meaning	  and	  tone	  
(e.g.,	  how	  the	  

language	  evokes	  a	  
sense	  of	  time	  and	  
place;	  how	  it	  sets	  a	  
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context	  clues	   imagery	  in	  Life	  of	  Pi	  and	  

adding	  them	  to	  posters	  
that	  display	  examples	  of	  
each	  type	  of	  imagery	  
	  
Presentation	  of	  types	  of	  
context	  clues	  and	  small-‐
group	  practice	  applying	  
these	  strategies	  to	  Life	  
of	  Pi	  
	  
Reading	  chapters	  25-‐49	  
of	  Life	  of	  Pi	  
	  
Reading	  “Tiger,	  Tiger”	  
by	  William	  Blake	  

	  

examples	  from	  
Life	  of	  Pi	  and	  

adding	  them	  to	  
the	  correct	  
poster	  based	  
on	  category	  

	  
Formative,	  
informal:	  
students	  
identify	  

unfamiliar	  
vocab	  words	  
and	  use	  

context	  clue	  
strategies	  to	  
determine	  

their	  meaning	  

formal	  or	  informal	  
tone).	  

CCSS.ELA-‐
Literacy.RL.9-‐10.1	  
Cite	  strong	  and	  
thorough	  textual	  

evidence	  to	  support	  
analysis	  of	  what	  the	  
text	  says	  explicitly	  as	  
well	  as	  inferences	  

drawn	  from	  the	  text.	  
CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.L.9-10.4 
Determine or clarify 

the meaning of 
unknown and 

multiple-meaning 
words and phrases 

based on grades 9-10 
reading and content, 

choosing flexibly 
from a range of 

strategies.	  
CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.L.9-10.4.a 
Use context (e.g., the 
overall meaning of a 
sentence, paragraph, 

or text; a word's 
position or function 
in a sentence) as a 

clue to the meaning 
of a word or phrase.	  

CCSS.ELA-‐
Literacy.L.9-‐10.4.c	  
Consult	  general	  and	  
specialized	  reference	  

materials	  (e.g.,	  
dictionaries,	  
glossaries,	  
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thesauruses),	  both	  
print	  and	  digital,	  to	  

find	  the	  
pronunciation	  of	  a	  
word	  or	  determine	  
or	  clarify	  its	  precise	  
meaning,	  its	  part	  of	  

speech,	  or	  its	  
etymology.	  
CCSS.ELA-‐

Literacy.L.9-‐10.5	  
Demonstrate	  

understanding	  of	  
figurative	  language,	  
word	  relationships,	  
and	  nuances	  in	  word	  

meanings.	  

Week	  13	  
Nov	  9th-‐	  
Nov	  13th	  	  

	  

Life	  of	  Pi:	  Introduce	  
narrative	  essays	  

Students	  will	  be	  able	  to:	  
Compare	  the	  style	  and	  

characteristics	  of	  
informative	  essays	  and	  

narrative	  essays	  
	  

Analyze	  character	  
motivations,	  

experiences,	  and	  
characterization	  in	  the	  
novel	  in	  order	  to	  write	  a	  
narrative	  from	  their	  

perspective	  
	  

Compare	  narrative	  
perspectives	  and	  make	  
a	  logical	  argument	  for	  
why	  one	  perspective	  
would	  work	  best	  for	  a	  

Students	  will	  learn	  
through:	  

In-‐class	  warm-‐ups	  
	  
Lecture/discussion	  
	  
Annotating	  text	  of	  
nightly	  readings	  
	  
Independent	  outside	  
reading	  
	  
Comparing	  and	  
contrasting	  characters	  
in	  Life	  of	  Pi	  
	  
Comparing	  and	  
contrasting	  best	  uses	  
for	  each	  narrative	  

Formative,	  
informal:	  daily	  
annotation	  
checks	  

	  
Formative,	  

informal:	  daily	  
warm-‐ups	  

evaluated	  for	  
thoroughness	  

and	  
completeness	  

	  
Formative,	  

formal:	  outline	  
of	  narrative	  

essay	  including	  
chosen	  
narrative	  

Technology	  
used:	  

	  
Assigned	  
reading	  

	  
Google	  

Classroom	  
	  

Powerpoint	  
&	  projector	  

	  
Audio	  

recording	  of	  
Life	  of	  Pi	  

Pursues	  
academic	  
excellence	  

	  
Invests	  in	  
responsible	  
decision-‐
making	  

	  
Strives	  to	  
think	  

critically	  
and	  

communic
ate	  

effectively	  

CCSS.ELA-‐
Literacy.W.9-‐10.3	  
Write	  narratives	  to	  
develop	  real	  or	  

imagined	  
experiences	  or	  
events	  using	  

effective	  technique,	  
well-‐chosen	  details,	  
and	  well-‐structured	  
event	  sequences.	  

CCSS.ELA-‐
Literacy.W.9-‐10.4	  
Produce	  clear	  and	  
coherent	  writing	  in	  

which	  the	  
development,	  

organization,	  and	  
style	  are	  appropriate	  
to	  task,	  purpose,	  and	  

audience.	  
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student’s	  narrative	  

essay	  
	  
	  
	  

perspective	  
	  
Reading	  chapters	  50-‐74	  
of	  Life	  of	  Pi	  
	  
Viewing	  trailers	  for	  
Gravity	  and	  127	  Hours	  
to	  illustrate	  themes	  of	  
human	  endurance	  
	  
Reading	  “Conscientious	  
Objector”	  by	  Edna	  St.	  
Vincent	  Millay	  
	  
Reading	  “All”	  by	  Bei	  Dao	  
and	  “Also	  All”	  by	  Shu	  
Ting	  
	  
Jig-‐saw	  reading	  of	  
“Swimming	  to	  
Antarctica”	  and/or	  
“Everest”	  
	  
	  

	  

perspective	  
and	  chosen	  
character	  

CCSS.ELA-‐
Literacy.RL.9-‐10.3	  

Analyze	  how	  
complex	  characters	  
(e.g.,	  those	  with	  

multiple	  or	  
conflicting	  

motivations)	  develop	  
over	  the	  course	  of	  a	  
text,	  interact	  with	  
other	  characters,	  

and	  advance	  the	  plot	  
or	  develop	  the	  

theme.	  
CCSS.ELA-‐

Literacy.RL.9-‐10.1	  
Cite	  strong	  and	  
thorough	  textual	  

evidence	  to	  support	  
analysis	  of	  what	  the	  
text	  says	  explicitly	  as	  
well	  as	  inferences	  

drawn	  from	  the	  text.	  
CCSS.ELA-‐

Literacy.RL.9-‐10.5	  
Analyze	  how	  an	  
author's	  choices	  
concerning	  how	  to	  
structure	  a	  text,	  

order	  events	  within	  
it	  (e.g.,	  parallel	  
plots),	  and	  

manipulate	  time	  
(e.g.,	  pacing,	  

flashbacks)	  create	  
such	  effects	  as	  

mystery,	  tension,	  or	  
surprise.	  
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CCSS.ELA-‐

Literacy.W.9-‐10.5	  
Develop	  and	  

strengthen	  writing	  as	  
needed	  by	  planning,	  
revising,	  editing,	  

rewriting,	  or	  trying	  a	  
new	  approach,	  
focusing	  on	  

addressing	  what	  is	  
most	  significant	  for	  a	  
specific	  purpose	  and	  

audience.	  

	  
	  
	  

Week	  14	  
Nov	  16th-‐	  
Nov	  20st	  	  

	  
	  
	  

Life	  of	  Pi:	  Finish	  
book,	  continue	  
narrative	  essay	  

Students	  will	  be	  able	  to:	  
Assess	  peer	  drafts	  of	  the	  
narrative	  essay	  as	  well	  
as	  critique	  their	  own	  

work	  
	  

Develop	  a	  logical	  
argument	  for	  which	  
ending	  to	  Life	  of	  Pi	  is	  

“true”	  
	  

Evaluate	  the	  novel,	  
using	  specific	  evidence	  
to	  critique	  its	  content,	  
style,	  and	  structure	  
more	  than	  personal	  

reactions	  

Students	  will	  learn	  
through:	  

In-‐class	  warm-‐ups	  
	  
Lecture/discussion	  
	  
Annotating	  text	  of	  
nightly	  readings	  
	  
Independent	  outside	  
reading	  
	  
In-‐class	  debate	  about	  
which	  ending	  to	  the	  
novel	  is	  “true”	  
	  
Peer	  revision	  of	  essays	  
	  
Written	  responses	  to	  
the	  novel	  in	  terms	  of	  its	  
strengths	  and/or	  
weaknesses	  
	  

Formative,	  
informal:	  daily	  
annotation	  
checks	  

	  
Formative,	  

informal:	  daily	  
warm-‐ups	  

evaluated	  for	  
thoroughness	  

and	  
completeness	  

	  
Formative,	  
formal:	  

thoughtful	  
completion	  of	  
peer	  revision	  
checklists	  

	  
Formative,	  
formal:	  

participation	  in	  

Technology	  
used:	  

	  
Assigned	  
reading	  

	  
Google	  

Classroom	  
	  

Powerpoint	  
&	  projector	  

	  
Audio	  

recording	  of	  
Life	  of	  Pi	  

Pursues	  
academic	  
excellence	  

	  
Invests	  in	  
responsible	  
decision-‐
making	  

	  
Strives	  to	  
think	  

critically	  
and	  

communic
ate	  

effectively	  

CCSS.ELA-‐
Literacy.W.9-‐10.5	  

Develop	  and	  
strengthen	  writing	  as	  
needed	  by	  planning,	  
revising,	  editing,	  

rewriting,	  or	  trying	  a	  
new	  approach,	  
focusing	  on	  

addressing	  what	  is	  
most	  significant	  for	  a	  
specific	  purpose	  and	  

audience.	  
CCSS.ELA-‐

Literacy.RI.9-‐10.2	  
Determine	  a	  central	  
idea	  of	  a	  text	  and	  

analyze	  its	  
development	  over	  
the	  course	  of	  the	  

text,	  including	  how	  it	  
emerges	  and	  is	  

shaped	  and	  refined	  
by	  specific	  details;	  
provide	  an	  objective	  
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Reading	  chapters	  75-‐
100	  of	  Life	  of	  Pi	  

	  

and	  
preparation	  for	  
debate	  about	  
the	  novel’s	  
ending	  

summary	  of	  the	  text.	  
CCSS.ELA-‐

Literacy.RI.9-‐10.5	  
Analyze	  in	  detail	  how	  
an	  author's	  ideas	  or	  
claims	  are	  developed	  

and	  refined	  by	  
particular	  sentences,	  
paragraphs,	  or	  larger	  
portions	  of	  a	  text	  
(e.g.,	  a	  section	  or	  

chapter).	  
CCSS.ELA-‐

Literacy.SL.9-‐10.1	  
Initiate	  and	  
participate	  

effectively	  in	  a	  range	  
of	  collaborative	  

discussions	  (one-‐on-‐
one,	  in	  groups,	  and	  
teacher-‐led)	  with	  
diverse	  partners	  on	  
grades	  9-‐10	  topics,	  
texts,	  and	  issues,	  
building	  on	  others'	  
ideas	  and	  expressing	  
their	  own	  clearly	  and	  

persuasively.	  
CCSS.ELA-‐

Literacy.W.9-‐10.1	  
Write	  arguments	  to	  
support	  claims	  in	  an	  

analysis	  of	  
substantive	  topics	  or	  
texts,	  using	  valid	  
reasoning	  and	  
relevant	  and	  

sufficient	  evidence.	  
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Week	  15	  
Nov	  23th-‐	  
Nov	  27th	  	  

	  

Life	  of	  Pi:	  Book	  vs.	  
movie	  

Students	  will	  be	  able	  to:	  
Identify	  differences	  in	  

film	  representations	  of	  a	  
novel	  

	  
Make	  a	  logical	  argument	  

for	  why	  certain	  
differences	  should	  or	  

should	  not	  exist	  
between	  a	  novel	  and	  its	  

film	  adaptation	  

Students	  will	  learn	  
through:	  

In-‐class	  warm-‐ups	  
	  
Lecture/discussion	  
	  
Annotating	  text	  of	  
nightly	  readings	  
	  
Independent	  outside	  
reading	  
	  
Completing	  a	  venn	  
diagram	  chart	  of	  
similarities	  and	  
differences	  while	  
viewing	  the	  film	  Life	  of	  
Pi	  

	  

Formative,	  
informal:	  daily	  
annotation	  
checks	  

	  
Formative,	  

informal:	  daily	  
warm-‐ups	  

evaluated	  for	  
thoroughness	  

and	  
completeness	  

	  
Summative,	  
formal:	  

submission	  of	  
narrative	  essay	  

	  
Formative,	  

informal:	  thesis	  
and	  outline	  for	  
whether	  the	  
movie	  and	  

novel	  of	  Life	  of	  
Pi	  are	  more	  
similar	  and	  
different	  

Technology	  
used:	  

	  
Assigned	  
reading	  

	  
Google	  

Classroom	  
	  

Powerpoint	  
&	  projector	  

	  
Audio	  

recording	  of	  
Life	  of	  Pi	  

	  
Life	  of	  Pi	  
DVD	  

Pursues	  
academic	  
excellence	  

	  
Invests	  in	  
responsible	  
decision-‐
making	  

	  
Strives	  to	  
think	  

critically	  
and	  

communic
ate	  

effectively	  

CCSS.ELA-‐
Literacy.W.9-‐10.5	  

Develop	  and	  
strengthen	  writing	  as	  
needed	  by	  planning,	  
revising,	  editing,	  

rewriting,	  or	  trying	  a	  
new	  approach,	  
focusing	  on	  

addressing	  what	  is	  
most	  significant	  for	  a	  
specific	  purpose	  and	  

audience.	  
CCSS.ELA-‐

Literacy.W.9-‐10.8	  
Gather	  relevant	  
information	  from	  

multiple	  
authoritative	  print	  
and	  digital	  sources,	  
using	  advanced	  

searches	  effectively;	  
assess	  the	  usefulness	  
of	  each	  source	  in	  
answering	  the	  

research	  question;	  
integrate	  

information	  into	  the	  
text	  selectively	  to	  

maintain	  the	  flow	  of	  
ideas,	  avoiding	  
plagiarism	  and	  

following	  a	  standard	  
format	  for	  citation.	  

CCSS.ELA-‐
Literacy.RL.9-‐10.7	  

Analyze	  the	  
representation	  of	  a	  
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subject	  or	  a	  key	  
scene	  in	  two	  

different	  artistic	  
mediums,	  including	  
what	  is	  emphasized	  
or	  absent	  in	  each	  
treatment	  (e.g.,	  

Auden's	  "MusÃ©e	  
des	  Beaux	  Arts"	  and	  

Breughel's	  
Landscape	  with	  the	  

Fall	  of	  Icarus).	  
CCSS.ELA-‐

Literacy.RL.9-‐10.1	  
Cite	  strong	  and	  
thorough	  textual	  

evidence	  to	  support	  
analysis	  of	  what	  the	  
text	  says	  explicitly	  as	  
well	  as	  inferences	  

drawn	  from	  the	  text.	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Week	  16	  
Nov	  30-‐	  
Dec	  4th	  	  

	  

Life	  of	  Pi:	  book	  vs.	  
movie	  comparisons	  

Students	  will	  be	  able	  to:	  
Hypothesize	  why	  certain	  

similarities	  and/or	  
differences	  may	  exist	  in	  
film	  adaptations	  of	  a	  

novel	  
	  

Create	  an	  argument	  for	  
whether	  the	  novel	  and	  
film	  are	  more	  similar	  or	  
different,	  as	  well	  as	  

hypothesize	  why	  this	  is	  
the	  case	  

	  
Assess	  peer	  drafts	  of	  
comparison	  essay	  as	  

Students	  will	  learn	  
through:	  

In-‐class	  warm-‐ups	  
	  
Lecture/discussion	  
	  
Annotating	  text	  of	  
nightly	  readings	  
	  
Independent	  outside	  
reading	  
	  
Discussing	  familiar	  film	  
adaptations	  of	  books	  to	  
determine	  potential	  
reasons	  why	  filmmakers	  

Formative,	  
informal:	  daily	  
annotation	  
checks	  

	  
Formative,	  

informal:	  daily	  
warm-‐ups	  

evaluated	  for	  
thoroughness	  

and	  
completeness	  

	  
Summative,	  
formal:	  short	  
(1-‐2	  page)	  

Technology	  
used:	  

	  
Assigned	  
reading	  

	  
Google	  

Classroom	  
	  

Powerpoint	  
&	  projector	  

	  
Audio	  

recording	  of	  
Life	  of	  Pi	  

	  

Pursues	  
academic	  
excellence	  

	  
Invests	  in	  
responsible	  
decision-‐
making	  

	  
Strives	  to	  
think	  

critically	  
and	  

communic
ate	  

effectively	  

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.9-10.1 
Write arguments to 
support claims in an 

analysis of 
substantive topics or 

texts, using valid 
reasoning and 
relevant and 

sufficient evidence.	  
CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.W.9-10.1.a 
Introduce precise 

claim(s), distinguish 
the claim(s) from 

alternate or opposing 
claims, and create an 

organization that 
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well	  as	  evaluate	  own	  

work	  
add,	  change,	  or	  keep	  
certain	  elements	  from	  a	  
novel	  
	  
Peer	  revision	  of	  essay	  
drafts	  

	  

essay	  
evaluating	  to	  
what	  degree	  
the	  film	  Life	  of	  
Pi	  faithfully	  

represents	  the	  
novel	  

Life	  of	  Pi	  
DVD	  

establishes clear 
relationships among 

claim(s), 
counterclaims, 
reasons, and 

evidence.	  
CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.W.9-10.1.b 
Develop claim(s) and 
counterclaims fairly, 
supplying evidence 

for each while 
pointing out the 

strengths and 
limitations of both in 

a manner that 
anticipates the 

audience's 
knowledge level and 

concerns.	  
CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.W.9-10.1.c 
Use words, phrases, 
and clauses to link 

the major sections of 
the text, create 

cohesion, and clarify 
the relationships 

between claim(s) and 
reasons, between 

reasons and 
evidence, and 

between claim(s) and 
counterclaims.	  
CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.W.9-10.1.d 
Establish and 

maintain a formal 
style and objective 

tone while attending 
to the norms and 
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conventions of the 
discipline in which 

they are writing.	  
CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.W.9-10.1.e 
Provide a concluding 
statement or section 

that follows from and 
supports the 

argument presented.	  
CCSS.ELA-‐

Literacy.W.9-‐10.5	  
Develop	  and	  

strengthen	  writing	  as	  
needed	  by	  planning,	  
revising,	  editing,	  

rewriting,	  or	  trying	  a	  
new	  approach,	  
focusing	  on	  

addressing	  what	  is	  
most	  significant	  for	  a	  
specific	  purpose	  and	  

audience.	  
CCSS.ELA-‐

Literacy.RL.9-‐10.1	  
Cite	  strong	  and	  
thorough	  textual	  

evidence	  to	  support	  
analysis	  of	  what	  the	  
text	  says	  explicitly	  as	  
well	  as	  inferences	  

drawn	  from	  the	  text.	  

	  
Week	  17	  
Dec	  7th-‐	  
11th	  	  

Life	  of	  Pi:	  project	  
presentations	  and	  

final	  review	  

Students	  will	  be	  able	  to:	  
Create	  a	  multimedia	  

project	  that	  reflects	  the	  
themes	  of	  Life	  of	  Pi	  

	  
Recall	  characters,	  key	  

Students	  will	  learn	  
through:	  

In-‐class	  warm-‐ups	  
	  
Lecture/discussion	  
	  

Formative,	  
informal:	  daily	  
annotation	  
checks	  

	  
Formative,	  

Technology	  
used:	  

	  
Assigned	  
reading	  

	  

Pursues	  
academic	  
excellence	  

	  
Invests	  in	  
responsible	  

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.SL.9-10.4 

Present information, 
findings, and 

supporting evidence 
clearly, concisely, 
and logically such 
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vocabulary,	  religious	  

references,	  and	  imagery	  
from	  Life	  of	  Pi	  

	  
Recall	  characters,	  plot,	  

use	  of	  the	  Hero’s	  
Journey,	  and	  themes	  
from	  The	  Alchemist	  

	  
Identify	  a	  novel	  from	  
this	  semester	  based	  on	  

a	  given	  passage	  

Annotating	  text	  of	  
nightly	  readings	  
	  
Independent	  outside	  
reading	  
	  
Creating	  and	  presenting	  
choice	  of	  project	  about	  
Life	  of	  Pi	  (soundtrack,	  
instagram,	  twitter,	  
found	  poem,	  or	  map)	  
	  
Practice	  of	  reading	  
comprehension	  and	  
quote	  identification	  
	  
Jeopardy	  review	  game	  

	  

informal:	  daily	  
warm-‐ups	  

evaluated	  for	  
thoroughness	  

and	  
completeness	  

	  
Summative,	  
formal:	  
creative,	  
accurate	  

completion	  
and	  

presentation	  of	  
project	  

	  
Formative,	  
informal:	  

participation	  in	  
Jeopardy	  

review	  game	  
	  

Formative,	  
informal:	  

performance	  
on	  reading	  

comprehension	  
practice	  

	  
Summative,	  

formal:	  outside	  
reading	  
reviews	  

	  

Google	  
Classroom	  

	  
Powerpoint	  
&	  projector	  

	  
Audio	  

recording	  of	  
Life	  of	  Pi	  

decision-‐
making	  

	  
Strives	  to	  
think	  

critically	  
and	  

communic
ate	  

effectively	  

that listeners can 
follow the line of 
reasoning and the 

organization, 
development, 

substance, and style 
are appropriate to 
purpose, audience, 

and task.	  
CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.SL.9-10.5 
Make strategic use of 

digital media (e.g., 
textual, graphical, 
audio, visual, and 

interactive elements) 
in presentations to 

enhance 
understanding of 

findings, reasoning, 
and evidence and to 

add interest.	  
CCSS.ELA-‐

Literacy.RL.9-‐10.2	  
Determine	  a	  theme	  
or	  central	  idea	  of	  a	  
text	  and	  analyze	  in	  

detail	  its	  
development	  over	  
the	  course	  of	  the	  

text,	  including	  how	  it	  
emerges	  and	  is	  

shaped	  and	  refined	  
by	  specific	  details;	  
provide	  an	  objective	  
summary	  of	  the	  text.	  

CCSS.ELA-‐
Literacy.RL.9-‐10.4	  
Determine	  the	  

meaning	  of	  words	  
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and	  phrases	  as	  they	  
are	  used	  in	  the	  text,	  
including	  figurative	  
and	  connotative	  
meanings;	  analyze	  
the	  cumulative	  

impact	  of	  specific	  
word	  choices	  on	  
meaning	  and	  tone	  
(e.g.,	  how	  the	  

language	  evokes	  a	  
sense	  of	  time	  and	  
place;	  how	  it	  sets	  a	  
formal	  or	  informal	  

tone).	  
CCSS.ELA-‐

Literacy.W.9-‐10.6	  
Use	  technology,	  
including	  the	  

Internet,	  to	  produce,	  
publish,	  and	  update	  
individual	  or	  shared	  
writing	  products,	  

taking	  advantage	  of	  
technology's	  capacity	  

to	  link	  to	  other	  
information	  and	  to	  
display	  information	  

flexibly	  and	  
dynamically.	  

	  
	  

Week	  18	  
Dec	  14th-‐	  

18th	  	  
	  
	  

Finals	  Week	   	   	  
	  

	  
Summative,	  
formal:	  final	  

exam	  

Technology	  
used:	  

	  
Assigned	  
reading	  

	  
Google	  

Pursues	  
academic	  
excellence	  

	  
Invests	  in	  
responsible	  
decision-‐
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Classroom	  
	  

Powerpoint	  
&	  projector	  

	  
Quizlet	  

making	  
	  

Strives	  to	  
think	  

critically	  
and	  

communic
ate	  

effectively	  
	  
	  
	  
Goals:	  
	  


